NEWS RELEASE

RJC ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENTS OF NEW BOARD OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
AT MOSCOW AGM
Moscow, Russia: 17 May 2018 – The Responsible Jewellery Council (RJC) has announced a series of senior
appointments to its Board of Directors as the organisation continues to strengthen its position as the
jewellery industry’s foremost standards setting and certification body.
The appointments were announced at the RJC’s Annual General Meeting in Moscow on Thursday, 17 May.
The three newly appointed Officers of the Board of Directors are:
•

•

•

David Bouffard, Vice President of Signet Corporate Affairs, has been appointed the new RJC Chair.
Over his extensive career, David has been responsible for developing and implementing
longstanding and industry-leading sustainability and social responsibility initiatives. David has
been the Chair of the RJC Communications Committee since 2015 and a member of the RJC
Executive Committee since 2012. David previously served as Co-Chair of the Standards Committee
from 2012 – 2014.
Peter Karakchiev, Head of International Relations at ALROSA has been appointed Vice-Chair.
Peter’s role at ALROSA, which he has held since 2013, puts him at the helm of a wide range of
company’s international activities. He was elected to the RJC Board of Directors in November 2016
and in his new role will promote further development of RJC Standards, and their establishment
as industry-wide best-practice.
Jason Rubin, President and CEO of the Republic Metals Corporation has been appointed as the
RJC’s new Honorary Secretary. A precious metals refining expert with more than 20 years’
experience, Jason will be responsible for supporting the Chair and Vice-Chair with their duties as
well as ensure the smooth running of the Board of Directors and Executive Commitee.

A number of new Board members were also appointed to represent their respective area of expertise on
the RJC's Board of Directors: Didier Backaert, Bonas & Co Ltd.; Rene Wiskemann, Allgemeine Gold- und
Silberscheideanstalt AG; Giorgio Bodei, Pomellato SPA; Isabelle Poly, Piaget; Deborah Azar, Gemological
Science International; and Stephane Fischler, IDMA.
A number of RJC member companies from around the globe attended the meeting, where they discussed
the RJC’s future direction, and how best to drive forward the rigour, responsibility and transparency that
the RJC aims to bring to the industry both upstream and downstream.
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Among the key issues addressed was the importance of the detection and disclosure of laboratory-grown
diamonds. A panel of industry experts, moderated by RJC Executive Director Andrew Bone, explored
different detection methods and technologies, how to ensure best practice around the issue and how to
approach an open and transparent conversation with their customers and consumers.
Speaking on the new appointments, Andrew said: “The RJC strives to be the recognised standards and
certification organisation for supply chain. The appointment of three highly experienced Board Officers and
a number of new Board Members will further improve the depth of expertise we can offer our members
across the jewellery sector.
“The many decades of knowledge our Board Officers bring to the table make them standards-setters in
their own rights. We are delighted to have appointed them to continue to champion our work globally.”
David Bouffard, the new Chair of the RJC, said: “Having been a part of the RJC for the past six years I’ve
seen the organisation grow and am extremely proud of what has been achieved. Our role is to ensure the
highest possible standards of responsibility are met throughout the industry supply chain and in my new
role as Chair, I will drive further improvements in the RJC’s influence in all global geographies, in all
jewellery sectors, and to all stakeholders.”

###
For further information please contact:
Ged de Meyer, Head of Communications and Marketing, Responsible Jewellery Council
Telephone +44 (0)207 321 0992 ext 206, gerhard.humphreysdemeyer@responsiblejewellery.com
About RJC
The Responsible Jewellery Council is an international not-for-profit standards and certification organisation. It has more
than 1,100 member companies that span the jewellery supply chain from mine to retail. RJC Members commit to and are
independently audited against the RJC Code of Practices – an international standard on responsible business practices for
diamonds, gold and platinum group metals. The Code of Practices addresses human rights, labour rights, environmental
impact, mining practices, product disclosure and many more important topics in the jewellery supply chain. RJC also works
with multi-stakeholder initiatives on responsible sourcing and supply chain due diligence. The RJC’s Chain-of-Custody
Certification for precious metals supports these initiatives and can be used as a tool to deliver broader Member and
stakeholder benefit.
The RJC is a Full Member of the ISEAL Alliance – the global association for sustainability standards. For more information
on RJC Members, Certification, and Standards please visit www.responsiblejewellery.com
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