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RESPONSIBLE JEWELLERY COUNCIL ANNOUNCES HEALTHY MEMBERSHIP GROWTH AT 
BASELWORLD 
 
Basel – The Responsible Jewellery Council (RJC) today announced that its membership has grown 
from a total of 148 at the end of 2009 to over 190 companies and trade associations throughout the 
diamond and gold jewellery supply chain from around the world. 
 
John Hall, Vice Chairman of the RJC, said, “I am delighted that so many companies are joining their 
peers in the RJC to advance responsible practices in the jewellery industry.  With strong membership 
growth reflected across the supply chain, the RJC can truly be described as a dynamic international 
community united in the common purpose of reinforcing consumer confidence. “  

“A notable new RJC Member is the Danish Jewellers Association, the first Scandinavian trade 
association to join RJC.  The Danish trade association joins an impressive list of national trade 
associations that have made the commitment to support the RJC’s mission.  Others include;  the 
Union Française de la BJOP, the National Association of Goldsmiths, the British Jewellers Association,  
the American Gem Society , Jewelers of America and the World Gold Council.”, said Mr Hall.  

”We have joined the RJC because we think it is the right way to work with responsible business 
practices in the jewellery industry and with our members. All our members are seeking to act in a 
responsible way and if we want to succeed in being more responsible we have to share international 
knowledge on responsible practices. We like to create an environment where all responsible 
practices are on the table so we can share the knowledge and learn from each other. The RJC gives 
us the platform as an association to follow this policy,” said Christoffer Ritzau, Chief Executive Officer 
of the Danish Jewellers Association. 
 
Michael Rae, RJC Chief Executive Officer, attributed RJC’s growth to the increasing recognition by the 
jewellery industry that credibly demonstrating responsible social, environmental and ethical 
business practices is vital to enhancing consumer and business to business confidence. 
 
“By becoming certified against the RJC System –by upholding the RJC Code of Practices and 
undergoing third-party auditing – RJC Members have a clear and universally understood mechanism 
to demonstrate responsible practices.  The RJC System is unmatched in any other industry for the 
quality and breadth of its scope and standards and the integrity and transparency of its 
developmental process”, Mr Rae said. 
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“As important initiatives for 2010-2011, RJC plans to expand the certification scope through the 
addition of platinum, to work on the standards for gemmological laboratories and assayers, and to 
investigate the feasibility of chain of custody standards as a voluntary additional certification option 
for Members under the RJC System,” concluded Mr Rae. 
  
For further information please contact: 
Mila Bonini, Communications Manager +39 02 48002801, Mila.bonini@responsiblejewellery.com 
 
 

About RJC  
The Responsible Jewellery Council is an international not-for-profit organisation bringing together more 
than 190 member companies committed to promoting responsible ethical, human rights, social and 
environmental practices in a transparent and accountable manner throughout the industry from mine 
to retail. Their commitment aims to reinforce consumer and stakeholder confidence in diamond and 
gold jewellery products. 

The Council has developed the RJC System, a certification system – which will apply to all Members’ 
businesses that contribute to the diamond and gold jewellery supply chain. All Commercial Members of 
the RJC are required to be audited by accredited, third party auditors to verify their conformance with 
the RJC’s Code of Practices and become certified under the RJC System. 

 
The Responsible Jewellery Council and a full list of its Members can be found on the web at 
www.responsiblejewellery.com 

 

  
# # #  

 

http://www.responsiblejewellery.com/�
mailto:Mila.bonini@responsiblejewellery.com�
http://www.responsiblejewellery.com/�

